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	News from Eurochild


Staff changes in Eurochild’s Secretariat

On Monday 7 July we welcomed back Jana Hainsworth as Secretary General following her maternity leave. We would like to thank Anne Williams for the excellent work she did covering for Jana over the last 6 months, and look forward to our continued collaboration.

We also said goodbye to Communications Officer Anja Hartwig. Anja leaves to work for the Association for the Prevention of Torture in Geneva, after 3 years in Eurochild.  We are grateful for her excellent contribution to our information services. 

Eurochild is therefore recruiting a new Communications Officer in addition to a temporary policy officer to cover the maternity leave of Mafalda Leal from August to December.  

Outcomes from Eurochild General Assembly and Policy Forum 18-19 June
Eurochild’s General Assembly and Policy Forum took place on 18th-19th June in Brussels. On this occasion, Eurochild’s Executive Board was renewed and enlarged. Ulrike Wisser, representing our German member organisation AGJ was re-elected for a second term. Maarit Kuikka did not re-present her candidature, due to new challenges awaiting her. Two new members were elected:

· Mária Herczog from the Family, Child, Youth non-profit Association in Hungary, member of the European Economic and Social Committee and of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child

· Marie Gustaffson from the Örebro Regional Development Council in Sweden

We wish them good luck with their new roles.
Eleven new full members were also approved during the General Assembly bringing our total membership to 57 organisations covering 27 European countries. An updated list of our members can be found on our web site www.eurochild.org (about us)
Several external speakers fed into discussions during the Policy Forum: representatives of the European Children’s Network and the European Roma Information Office gave an insight into their work and links to children’s rights; Antonia Carparelli (the Head of Unit at the Commission’s DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities) presented the EU’s renewed social agenda; and Marie-Anne Paraskevas (from the same unit) talked about the European Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010.  Hugh Frazer (external consultant) introduced the next round of assessments of the National Action Plans on Social Protection and Social Exclusion. The presentations are posted on the members’ pages of Eurochild’s website: http://www.eurochild.org/en/members/eurochild-meetings/index.html 
Upcoming Events
Eurochild Annual Conference
“Including children: a child rights approach to child well-being”
5-7 November, Budapest, Hungary

Eurochild’s 5th Annual Conference will take up the theme of strategic planning for social inclusion of children and young people, examining the synergy between strategies at EU and national level to promote child well-being from a child rights perspective. Co-organised with our Hungarian member organisation the Family, Child, Youth Association, it will be held in Budapest on 5-7 November 2008 at the Danubius Hotel Flamenco.
We anticipate a lively and stimulating debate, including questions to expert speakers by a panel of children and young people. More details including the draft programme, a call for workshop facilitators as well as an on-line registration form will soon be posted on our website: www.eurochild.org.
Members’ Exchange Seminar on Child & Youth Participation

2 October, Cardiff, Wales/UK
A membership exchange seminar on child and youth participation will take place on 2 October 2008 in Cardiff, Wales/UK, following the annual World Forum of the International Forum for Child Welfare (IFCW). www.worldforum2008.org
The seminar aims to exchange best practice and strengthen the principles of participation in Eurochild. It includes workshops led by children themselves and presentations from Eurochild members. 

Further information on this event is available from www.eurochild.org
	News from the European Institutions
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Renewed Social Agenda
The renewed social agenda was finally adopted by the European Commission on 2nd July 2008. It was preceded by several key events in which Eurochild has been actively involved.

EU conference on the renewed social agenda

The conference “Developing an EU Agenda for Opportunities, Access and Solidarity” was organised by the EC on 5-6 May. Speakers included Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Vladimir Špidla, renowned academics, NGOs representatives, and EC President José Manuel Barroso.
Here are some highlights from the interventions:- 
· Everyone must be given maximum life chances, regardless of their background; but meritocracy cannot be the only goal - people who do not succeed must be assured a decent standard of living.
· Equal opportunity is not enough; we also need to think about equal outcomes, for example through wealth distribution and access to services

· Social protection is not only about enabling individuals to cope with risk, it should also protect against risk. Improving employability alone is not enough

· An EU founded solely on the single market, without any common values may face problems of legitimacy 

And in relation to child poverty:

· Child poverty levels remain very worrying across the EU; we need to ensure a minimum family income, access to the labour market and access to good quality services

· High quality, accessible public services are critical, particularly for disadvantaged children

· We need targets. They have been set targets for renewable energy, why not to reduce child poverty?
For a complete report of the EU conference with a summary of the speakers’ interventions: refer to Weekly Info Flash N° 15/2008 - 9 May 2008 
Read also background documents
Barroso shuns demands from social NGOs 
The above conference was intended to be the culmination of a long period of consultation with civil society on the EU’s social agenda.  Instead it appeared to confirm President Barroso's lack of openness to social demands and genuine dialogue. His intervention left no room for interventions, and ignored participants' demands to review Europe's strategic priorities to better include social objectives.

Both the Social Platform and the European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN) have raised concerns over the consultation process. In its synthesis of responses to the consultation on social reality, the EC sought to validate its priorities already adopted in November 2007, even though the consultation was open until February 2008.
Commission’s Renewed Social Agenda adopted

The European Commission on 2 July finally adopted the long-awaited “Renewed Social Agenda”. 
The “package” brings together a range of EU policies in order to support action in seven priority areas:

· Children and youth – tomorrow's Europe 

· Investing in people: more and better jobs, new skills 

· Mobility 

· Longer and healthier lives 

· Combating poverty and social exclusion 

· Fighting discrimination and promoting gender equality 

· Opportunities, access and solidarity on the global scene

Due to its lack of competence in the social area, the Commission is proposing to use a mix of different policy tools to achieve the objectives set out in the renewed social agenda.

The issues which Eurochild will follow more in depth are:

Children and Youth:

· An Agenda for European Cooperation on Schools - Communication on Improving Competences for the 21st century 

· Migration and Mobility - Challenges for EU Education Systems 

· Proposal for Council Recommendation on Mobility of Young Volunteers across Europe

Combating poverty:

· Social Services of General Interest in the EU

Strengthening Instruments:

· Open Method of Coordination in the Social Dimension

Fighting discrimination:

· Communication on the Fight Against Discrimination

Read the integral Communication of the Commission on the Renewed Social Agenda (English version)
Read the Press Release by EAPN on the Renewed Social Agenda

For a Press Release by Euractiv on the Renewed Social Agenda:
(http://www.euractiv.com/fr/europe-sociale/revision-agenda-social-suscite-grandes-attentes/article-173854)
Migrant children and education: a challenge for EU education systems
A Green Paper adopted by the Commission on 3 July (in the framework of the Social agenda, see above) opens the debate on how education policies may better address the challenges posed by immigration and internal EU mobility flows. The presence of significant numbers of migrant children has substantial implications for European education systems. Key issues are how to prevent the creation of segregated school settings, so as to improve equity in education; how to accommodate the increased diversity of mother tongues and cultural perspectives and build intercultural skills; how to adapt teaching skills and build bridges with migrant families and communities.

The Commission invites responses concerning: the policy challenge, policy responses, the possible role of the European Union in supporting Member States, and their views on the future of Directive 77/486/EEC on the education of children of workers.

The consultation on the issues above is open until 31 December 2008. The results are expected to be published in early 2009. 

See: Green paper (pdf format)
Social services of general interest 

Xavier Bertrand, French Minister for Social affairs, declared in the framework of the French Presidency that he is "interested in the idea of a framework directive for social services of general interest" (SSGIs), calling for "clear legal guarantees" on their status to be established.

He suggested that the Commission lead a reflection period on the issue, adding that a stakeholder forum on SSGIs will be organised on 28-29 October 2008.
To better understand what the SSGIs are, the European Commission has just issued a toolkit which is available on the website at the following address: (http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/465&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN)
See also the recommendations of Social Platform on SSGIs
EU struggles with growing teen illiteracy

According to a recent European Commission report, a growing proportion of teenagers in the EU have poor literacy skills.
In 2006, almost a quarter of 15-year olds (24%) were qualified as "low performers in reading", a significant increase from figures in 2000. Boys (30%) scored almost twice as badly as girls (18%). 

Romania and Bulgaria lie at the bottom of the chart, with over 50% of 15-year olds in both countries performing poorly in reading and understanding a written text. 
The two countries are followed by Greece, with 28% performing poorly, Italy (26%) and Spain (26%). 

Finland, Ireland and Estonia perform best, with 5%, 12% and 14% of their teenagers performing badly, respectively. 

EU education commissioner Jan Figel pointed this out as "a real problem, (...), as literacy is a key competence for lifelong learning" while he was presenting the data on education systems in the union on Thursday 10th July.

The Commission examined how member states performed in five areas - including literacy, completion of secondary education, early school leavers, the participation of adults in lifelong learning and the number of graduates in math, science and technology.

Brussels urged national governments to improve their education scores, with commissioner Figel arguing that "education clearly helps in reaching the goal of employment". 

As part of attempts to turn the EU into a knowledge-based economy, governments agreed that by 2010 at least 85% of 22-year old should have completed upper secondary education. 

In 2007, the EU average stood at slightly above 78%. Malta and Portugal performed the worst, while the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovenia came out best.

Malta and Portugal are also the black sheep when it comes to early school leavers, with the numbers three times the 2010 threshold of 10%. Poland and Slovakia, on the other hand, had the lowest proportion of dropouts in 2007. 

Commissioner Figel stressed that higher education is the ticket to finding a better job. He also noted that the employment rate among those with higher education is close to 84%, while it is only 49% among less well-educated Europeans.
Source: euobserver.com,11th July 2008

Erasmus Mundus: more than 2,000 new Master's students to receive scholarships

More than 2,000 students and 450 teaching staff from outside Europe have been selected to receive an Erasmus Mundus scholarship for the academic year 2008/09. These scholarships will allow them to study in Europe for one or two years and obtain a Master's degree from one of the 103 top-quality Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses offered by consortia of European higher education institutions.

In 2008, a total number of 17 new partnerships of Erasmus Mundus Masters Consortia with higher education institutions in non-European countries were selected. Altogether, they encompass 62 universities from 28 different third countries. These 17 partnerships foresee an outgoing mobility of an estimated 477 European students and 192 European scholars over the next two years. The partnerships allow European higher education institutions, scholars and students to strengthen their ties with other higher education environments in the world.

This latest selection completes the first phase (2004-2008) of Erasmus Mundus, the EU's programme with the aim of enhancing the quality of European higher education through continuous worldwide dialogue and cooperation with third countries. In total, more than 6,000 students will have received an Erasmus Mundus scholarship to obtain a degree in Europe over the five-year period.

Over the same period (2004-2008), more than 1,000 teaching staff from third countries have been given an Erasmus Mundus scholarship to actively contribute to masters courses in teaching or research activities.

The second phase of Erasmus Mundus (2009-13) is expected to start in 2009 with a planned total budget of 950 million euros. Its main new features are the inclusion of joint doctoral programmes, increased scholarships for European students and an intensified structural cooperation with third-country higher education institutions. 
On 6-7 June 2008 the University for Foreigners of Perugia, in Italy, hosted the 4th Erasmus Mundus Student Seminar and the 4th General Assembly of the Erasmus Mundus Student and Alumni Association (EMA - www.em-a.eu). Some 200 participants attended including representatives from the European institutions, Italian, Slovenian and French national authorities, Erasmus Mundus course coordinators, national contact points and, of course, more than a hundred students and alumni from the entire world.

For more information on Erasmus Mundus:

(http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/index_en.html)
Controversies around the Commission’s register of lobbyists

A new voluntary register of lobbyists seeking to influence EU legislation was launched by the European Commission on 23 June – attracting criticism from leading transparency groups.

Industry representatives who decide to join the register will need to adhere to a binding code of conduct and disclose who they work for and how much clients pay them to put their views to Commission officials.

EU Commission vice-president Siim Kallas argued that a voluntary register would be more effective than a mandatory one because participants will have an interest in showing their dealings with legislators is honest and fair - an assumption described by the Alliance for Lobbying Transparency as flawed.

The Alliance for Lobbying Transparency (ALTER-EU), which represents more than 160 groups, trade unions, academics and others, is concerned with the increasing influence of lobbyists on EU legislation. It says that rules for financial disclosures are skewed in favour of industry lobbyists because, unlike public interest organisations, they will not be obliged to disclose their total budget, only a "good faith estimate" of their lobbying expenses.

The European Parliament has spoken in favour of a common mandatory - not voluntary - register of lobbyists valid for the European Commission, which drafts EU laws, and the Council of EU Ministers, which represents EU governments' interests in Brussels and approves legislation together with the European Parliament.

A working group including representatives of the three EU institutions will strive to establish a common list, which the parliament wants to be operational by the next European elections in 2009.

Read the whole article
To register (French version) 

Schools in the 21st Century

The European Commission wants Member States to cooperate better in order to make school systems more relevant to pupils' and employers’ needs in the knowledge-based Europe of the future. 
The Commission Communication "Improving Competences for the 21st Century: An Agenda for European Cooperation on Schools", presented on 3 July, says that change, sometimes radical, will be needed if Europe’s schools are to equip young people fully for life in this century.

Read Communication
News from Fundamental Rights Agency

EU Fundamental Rights Agency work programme 2008

The FRA work programme 2008 is now available. Two new projects specifically focus on children’s rights:

· Review of legal instruments and judicial data regarding the protection, respect and promotion of the rights of the child in the European Union

· A comparative report on the situation regarding the protection, respect and promotion of the rights of the child in the European Union
Work will continue on the indicators project launched in 2007: “Study on indicators measuring the implementation, protection, respect and promotion of the rights of the child in the European Union, mapping and assessment of available relevant data resources”.

For the work programme (in English & French):

http://fra.europa.eu
FRA’s first Annual Report

The Fundamental Rights Agency presented its first Annual Report to the European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) on 24 June 2008. The new FRA report summarises the findings of the Agency’s on-going data collection through its RAXEN National Focal Points (NFPs) in each of the 27 Member States of the EU, highlighting also examples of good practice. The Agency's Director, Morten Kjaerum, and Chairperson of the Management Board, Anastasia Crickley, used this opportunity to discuss with Members of the European Parliament the future priorities of the Agency.

For more information about the report:

http://fra.europa.eu
	European Parliament


European Parliament calls for hard-hitting EU policy to uphold and promote human rights around the world
On May 2008, the European Parliament (EP) has adopted its resolution on 'Human Rights in the World 2007 and the EU's policy on the matter”.

In this resolution the European Parliament deplores the fact that the European Union is still far from conducting a coherent and hard-hitting policy to uphold and promote human rights around the world, and stresses the need to conduct such a policy more effectively. The EP considers that substantial progress needs to be made in order to ensure strict compliance with existing EU human rights provisions.

The EP also calls on the Council and the Commission to make greater efforts to improve the ability of the European Union to respond rapidly to breaches of human rights by third countries, not least by mainstreaming human rights policy into all external European Union policies vis-à-vis such countries and systematically addressing human rights issues within the framework of the political dialogue at all levels.

Throughout its resolution, the EP reaffirms that human rights – as defined in the main international instruments and conventions, including the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union – are universal and indivisible, practical and effective respect for which is an essential means of guaranteeing the implementation and enforcement of international law and order, and the promotion of peace, freedom, justice and democracy.

In the coming months, the European Parliament is expected to adopt a report on the situation of Fundamental Rights inside the EU (covering the period 2004-2007).

MEP Guisto Catania is in charge of drafting the report to be adopted by the LIBE Committee (Committee for Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs) prior to the vote of the resolution the EP.

European Parliament Report welcomes the Commission's White Paper on Sport

The European Parliament welcomed the first comprehensive initiative of the European Commission in the field of sport. In an extensive report, the Parliament supported the Commission's approach and most of the actions contained in the White Paper on Sport, which was adopted in July 2007. The Parliament's report will help the implementation of the "Pierre the Coubertin" Action Plan that accompanies the White Paper, and paves the way for future EU initiatives that could be based on the sport provisions of the Lisbon Treaty that is currently subject to ratification by the Member States.

Read the Commission’s White Paper on Sport
EP Position on the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010

On 17 June the European Parliament (EP) adopted its position on the Commission’s Proposal for the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (2010). The report by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou (MEP, EPP-ED, EL) was adopted by 635 votes in favour to 29 against with 10 abstentions, with amendments. The resolution is part of the process of adopting an EU decision to designate 2010 as the "European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion".

In its resolution, the EP underlines that the aim of the 2010 year is to make a decisive impact on the eradication of poverty, both within the European Union and externally, in line with the UN Millennium Development Goals to which the EU and member states have subscribed. The Parliament also stresses the need for multi-dimensional policies at national, regional and local level.

On the implementation of the 2010 European year, the EP calls upon the Commission to conduct a regular exchange of views with stakeholders including those working with people living in poverty, particularly at European level, on the design, implementation, follow-up and assessment of the European Year.

The allocated budget for this thematic year - €17m - represents the highest budget ever granted to a European Year, thus demonstrating its high political importance.

EP approves Returns Directive
On June 18th, the European Parliament approved a “trade-off” text of the proposed EU Directive on common standards and procedures for returning illegally staying third country nationals. The purpose of the legislation is to lay down EU-wide rules and procedures on the return of illegal immigrants.  It covers periods of custody as well as re-entry bans but also includes a number of legal safeguards.  Member States will be banned from applying harsher rules to illegal immigrants but allowed to keep or adopt more generous rules.  In any case, this EU legislation applies only after a decision has been taken by the national authorities to deport an illegal immigrant: each Member State retains the power to decide in the first place whether it wishes to regularise or deport the immigrant.  
The British NGO Save the Children particularly reacted on the text, deploring that it provides only limited guidance on what safeguards are essential to the return of both families with children and unaccompanied children in a manner which respects international human rights law. What is specifically alarming is that the Directive allows Member States to exclude an important number of unaccompanied or separated children from its provisions relating to unaccompanied children. The text fails to provide a proper procedure for assessing the best interests of the child. For instance, it does not ensure legal assistance to unaccompanied minors; it gives no definition of “adequate reception facilities” to which unaccompanied children can be returned; its provisions on the detention of children and families with children are excessive.
The British NGO now calls on the EU and Member States to ensure that implementation of the Directive occurs in a manner which complies with their obligations under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and, in particular, their obligation to afford unaccompanied or separated children special protection and assistance while present in the EU. 
On that matter, the EP defended its position asserting that children and families should not be subject to coercive measures and can only be held in custody as a last resort. Unaccompanied minors may only be deported if they can be returned to their family or to "adequate reception facilities" in the state to which they are sent.
 
To read more:

Save the Children Europe Group Press release on the Return Directive

Save the Children Europe Group letter to MEPs prior to Returns Directive vote

Read EP position
	              Council of the EU


Report on Education, Youth and Culture Council (EYC), Brussels, 21-22 May 2008

In their May meeting in the European Council, Youth Ministers adopted a Resolution on the participation of young people with fewer opportunities. The Resolution is the result of process involving consultation with civil society, with young people themselves and a peer-learning exercise between member states.

The over-riding message is that the situation of young people with fewer opportunities in Europe is extremely worrying and deserves greater political attention both nationally and at EU level. 

Read the conclusions of the EU Council (pdf version, p 40) 
Informal EPSSCO Summit in Chantilly

The informal Council on Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs (EPSCO) met on 10-11 July in Chantilly to discuss the future social agenda, based on the recently proposal of the Commission (see above).
Ahead of the meeting the Social Platform (SP) sent its messages to ministers and heads of state, calling for the transformation of the renewed social agenda package into a pact, which could take the form of a Council commitment to make social progress central to the EU project by mainstreaming social issues in all EU policies, restoring the balance between social rights and market freedoms, fighting discrimination and promoting equality, and strengthening social infrastructure and services of general interest. 
The SP messages were again presented by its president during the meeting: read SP contributions
Conclusions of the PESSCO have been issued. A summary can be found on the website of the French Presidency: consult the results, click on the calendar 11th July.
	European Economic and Social Committee


Building a future European social model: message from the European Citizens’ Forum in Wroclaw


On 19-20 June 2008 the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the City of Wroclaw held a joint European Citizens’ Forum entitled “Towards a Europe of Solidarity” in Wroclaw, Poland. The participants supported the final Declaration that referred to a series of recommendations, notably on family policy, reconciling work and family life, youth employment as well as globalisation, social realities and future European social model. 
The Forum brought together over three hundred participants: Polish politicians, including former President Lech Wałęsa, EESC members, academics and experienced stakeholders, representatives of organized civil society in Poland and in Europe. Among them many young people were present.

Mrs Jillian van Turnhout, Vice-President of the EESC welcomed the participants: “Real and continued involvement of citizens, civil society and non-governmental organizations in the development and implementation of policies will ensure that peoples’ real needs are addressed and that they feel an ownership of Europe. The EU needs a real project and content with which citizens can identify”.

Among the topics discussed during the event were: the future of the European social model, globalisation, demographic challenges and family policy, as well as education and training, social recognition of youth work, employment of young people and ageing workers, social insurance in the context of combating poverty. In a vote, participants identified the following issues as being the most important: 
· family policy, reconciling work and family life, 

· youth employment ,

· globalisation, social realities and future European social model.

Read the text of the Declaration and the full results of the working groups
	Presidency of the EU


Challenges of the EU French Presidency
France officially took over the six-month presidency of the European Union from Slovenia on Tuesday 1st July, and the irrepressible Sarkozy has promised an action-packed programme covering issues from immigration and global warming to farm reform and defence. No doubt he also hopes his moment in the EU spotlight will put France back in its self-assumed position as Europe's creative motor and political soul.
But last month's Irish "no" vote on the EU's Lisbon Treaty has triggered a rumbling uncertainty over the future of Europe's institutions. Instead of launching ostentatious initiatives, Sarkozy is likely to have his hands filled dealing with the fallout from Ireland. Add to that slowing growth, rising inflation and soaring fuel prices, and Sarkozy's legendary reserves of energy and enthusiasm will be tested to the limit as he tries to clear the climate of angst smothering Europe. 
Four priorities

Earlier in his preparation for the French Presidency, Sarkozy had announced his intention to make Europe “more protective” for its citizens. Four priorities guided the preparatory works of the EU presidency: immigration; climate and environment; Common Agriculture Policy; and the European Defence Policy. To this already busy agenda was added the initiative of the Mediterranean Union gathering 43 countries of the EU and the Mediterranean rim, successfully launched during the 13 July’s summit in Paris. 

According to a European diplomat, this could prove to be one of the “heaviest EU Presidencies”, as additional factors have accumulated.

“For the first time, you have this coincidence of a heavier Union but there is also the end of the political mandate of the Commission and Parliament as well as the end of the [ratification process of] the Lisbon Treaty. You never had all these things together.”
Towards a « more social Europe »

Sarkozy and his Prime Minister François Fillon also declared their intention to build ‘a more social Europe’. They see their Presidency as an opportunity to: fight against unstable financial markets; fight against discrimination; better protect of SSGIs and the right to health; implement a plan favouring small enterprises, and support a greater return to work. 

The thorny question of the Irish “no” vote

But those enthusiastic initiatives on the busy Presidency agenda could be slowed down by the institutional crisis affecting once again the EU.
On 21st July, President Sarkozy visited Ireland and met Eire’s Prime Minister, Brian Cowen. The event turned out to be quite strained. Sarkozy’s suggestion that the Irish vote again was poorly received by both sides of the camp.
Sources:
Euractiv
Time.com, 1st July
Toute l’Europe.fr
Member states focus on active inclusion
This year’s Round Table against poverty and social exclusion will focus on the issue of active inclusion. For the first time, the Round Table will be followed by an informal ministerial meeting on the fight against poverty which aims to:

· strengthen political commitment from Member States on tackling poverty and social exclusion, and 
· make recommendations to feed the December Council on active inclusion. 
The event takes place in Marseilles 15-16 October.

Further information:
(http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/events_en.htm)
	News from European countries


Albania
Commissioner Hammarberg presents human-rights report

The Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas Hammarberg, on 18 June presented a report on the human rights situation in Albania. In the document, the Commissioner underlined the positive steps undertaken by the Albanian authorities to improve the protection of human rights, but expressed some concerns on structural problems which still affect the country. In particular, he made a number of recommendations on the functioning of the judiciary, police behaviour, conditions of detention, minority rights, protection against discrimination, rights of disabled persons, children's and women's rights, trafficking in human beings and freedom of expression.

On children's rights, the Commissioner stated that persistent physical and economic obstacles exist, hindering access to education for vulnerable groups, particularly Roma and persons with disabilities. "There is a need to ensure that all children complete a full cycle of compulsory primary education, and that vulnerable groups be integrated into mainstream schooling as far as possible." The Commissioner also noted that further improvements are needed in relation to the detention of minors, children involved in forced labour and violence against children at home and in institutions.

Discrimination and violence against women was also addressed as an underreported problem in the country. '"Violence, particularly domestic violence, and victims' needs are not addressed effectively," said the Commissioner, stressing the need to increase women's representation in Parliament and in other decision-making bodies.

Moreover, while commending the efforts undertaken in recent years to tackle trafficking in human beings, Commissioner Hammarberg underlined the need to adopt more comprehensive measures, including assistance to victims and public awareness activities, particularly in the poorest regions of the country.

The report is based on the findings of an official visit to Albania in October 2007 and is available, together with the government's response, on the Commissioner's website (www.commissioner.coe.int).
Azerbaijan
Human rights situation in Azerbaijan 'deteriorating' ahead of election, says PACE committee 

The Monitoring Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) on 28 May expressed great concern at the deteriorating human rights situation in Azerbaijan, which threatens to undermine the forthcoming Presidential election. In a draft resolution approved during a meeting in Kyiv, the committee said restrictions on freedom of expression - including harassment and intimidation of opposition journalists - and limits on freedom of assembly and association were "inadmissible in a Council of Europe member state". Furthermore the issue of political prisoners remains unresolved. 
Parliamentarians spelled out a "road-map" of urgent steps to be taken ahead of the 15 October election, including:-
· ensuring balanced election commissions and an efficient complaints procedure 

· providing free broadcast time and print space in state media under equal conditions for political parties and blocs 

· guaranteeing the opposition's right to hold public rallies 

Pointing out that all the ballots held since Azerbaijan joined the Council of Europe had generally failed to meet basic democratic standards, the committee said the country cannot afford to fall short again. 

On the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict - which Azerbaijan has pledged to solve peacefully - the Committee said sustainable democratic development will be extremely difficult in Azerbaijan "as long as the country's territorial integrity has not been restored".

The resolution 1619, evaluating the functioning of the European institutions in wide Europe has been debated by the plenary Assembly on 23-27 June 2008.  Read the text
Belgium
The Belgium Observatory of Childhood, Youth and Youth Support recently presented its 2007 annual report to the French Community Government and Parliament. 

The Observatory has undertaken an evaluation of child’s rights in Wallonia and continued to monitor policies and conduct research on indicators of child well-being and child participation among other topics. It has also strengthened its actions within the wider network ChildONEurope. 

In a survey on the participation of children from 10 to 18 in Wallonia, they found that within families, three children out of four give their opinion on decisions affecting them, and they say their opinion has an influence. 

Read the final report 2007 (FR version)
Bulgaria

On the 25th June 2008 in the Complex for Social Services in Pazardzhik officially opened the first specialized room for hearing children victims of violence and witnesses of crimes in Bulgaria. 
It will provide the children with a child-friendly environment and ensure all questions are directed through one interviewer. Other people involved in the legal procedure including the defendant, his lawyer and the prosecutor are not visible to the child. They can observe the process, hear the child from the dark room behind the Venetian mirror, and  address questions through the leader of the interview by use of radio headphones. 
The approach is expected to reduce the trauma for the child and increase the chances of gathering more precise information and evidence, leading to better law enforcement. 
Further information:
(http://www.sapibg.org/index.php?lang=en&page=12)
France

France to put its children on file
Minors “likely to cause public disorder” could be filed as early as 13 years old in a police database according to new French legislation issued on 1st July. The new file called “EDVIGE” will include young people’s personal data such as civil status, physical and electronic addresses, as well as personal characteristics, such as behaviour.

The French institution CNIL (National Committee on Information and Liberties) has expressed serious concerns about the database. In a resolution adopted on 16th June, it stated that “the treatment of such data calls for strong guarantees and must be carefully monitored”. 

“EDVIGE” currently belongs to the Central Direction of Public Security, which was recently restructured and took over some competencies of the French Information Agency, mainly in terms of demonstration surveillance, urban troubles and social conflicts. However, up to now the Information Agency’s databases only concerned adults. 

Source: www.service-public.fr
FYRO MACEDONIA 
Macedonia's EU ambitions suffer a blow 

Ethnic violence marred the first ever early parliamentary elections in Macedonia on 1 June and represented a heavy blow to the country's aspirations to join the EU and NATO.
EU enlargement commissioner Olli Rehn said free and fair elections are "an essential part of the political criteria of the EU accession process". 

The centre-right Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organisation-Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unity (VMRO-DPMNE) of Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski claims it won 48 percent of votes, which would give his coalition a majority in parliament.

But one supporter of an ethnic Albanian political party - the Democratic Union for Integration (DUI) – was killed following a shoot-out with police, with nine other people injured over the weekend.

Gunfire also shut down polling stations in the country's ethnic Albanian regions, some ballot boxes disappeared, election monitors suffered threats and two election officials were briefly held by militants.

Following the violence, Prime Minister Gruevski announced that polls will be re-run in certain areas, which could change the reported results. While the EU presidency at the time (Slovenia) welcomed the prime minister's announcement, the incidents have clearly dealt a heavy blow to Macedonia's EU accession hopes.

Nonetheless expectations are high to get Macedonia's NATO and EU bid back on track, as well as to calm ethnic tension between the country's Slavic majority and Albanian minority, which makes up about a quarter of the country's 2.1 million people.

Macedonia is seeking a firm date for EU entry talks as well as an invitation to join NATO. In April 2008, NATO leaders agreed to invite Albania and Croatia to join the alliance, but Greece blocked Macedonia's invitation because of a dispute over the country's name.

Macedonia is also the name of a northern region of Greece. Athens insists that Skopje sticks to its current title - The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) - instead of calling itself by the shorter which implies a link to the Greek territory.
Source: EUObserver
Italy

Database of finger prints for Roms
As part of a series of checks on Roma camps in the major cities, Italian police are collecting fingerprints of Roma, minors included. The measures were announced in a Parliamentary hearing on 25 June, where the Italian Minister of Interior stated that ‘it is not ethnic filing, but a census... that foresees that fingerprints of all the residents (in the camps), are taken, to avoid phenomena such as begging: the final objective is to allow those who stay to live in acceptable conditions, those of a civilized society’. 
 
Under the scheme, authorities will randomly collect data from the country's Roma residents. Those without the correct paperwork will be considered illegal and deported within three months. The Berlusconi government has also announced plans to close down all illegally run or badly facilitated Roma camps as soon as possible. 
The plan has been condemned by the Italian left and provoked strong reactions from the Catholic Famiglia Cristiana. In the European Parliament Monica Frassoni (IT – Green/EFA group) asked questions to the Commission in an EP plenary session in Strasbourg. She stated that such a database is discriminatory as it is based on race and ethnic origin, intended only for Roma, while Italian citizens are not required to undergo a similar procedure. 
A resolution adopted on 8th July calls on Italy to stop collecting the fingerprints of Roma and abstain from using fingerprints already collected, ahead of a full investigation by the European Commission. 

Switzerland
The Swiss Christian Democratic Party (PDC) has proposed in a motion deposed at the Grand Conseil on 9 April to open vocational classes also to undocumented children. This measure would concern only undocumented children who have carried out their schooling in Geneva.  "Particularly those that, 15 or 16 years old, have already found an employer ready to engage them for an apprenticeship and are blocked because of their status", said the MP Anne-Marie von Arx Vernon, recalling that the undocumented children already have, on the other hand, access to professional school. 
Source: www.lecourrier.ch
UK

The UK Government has published the Care Matters implementation plan to help delivery at local level. The steps that local authorities need to take include considering friends and family care first, placing children close to home so they can stay in touch with friends and family, where that is in their interest, ensuring that a child’s education is not disrupted by unnecessary change of placement and school place, giving children in care the option to stay on in care or with their foster carers after the age of 16 and giving children a personal adviser up until the age of 25, if required.

Further information is available at: (www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2008_0057)
Homelessness

Communities and Local Government has published a major survey of homeless families and 16-17 year olds. The survey investigated the characteristics of homeless households and the causes of their homelessness. It also investigated their experience of living in temporary accommodation, and the impacts of statutory homelessness and living in temporary accommodation on their health, welfare and well-being.

For further information: (http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/homelessresearchnumber7)

Wales

New Post to make Wales Safer for Children 

A new member of staff at Children in Wales is working to reduce the unintentional deaths and injuries of children and young people in Wales.                                                                                      In 2004 at least 154,489 children and young people under the age of 19 were treated in Accident and Emergency departments across Wales due to injury and an estimated 14,990 children under the age of 5 were injured in the home. 
                                                                                            The new worker will develop a network of professionals working on child safety issues, enabling them to get together to share ideas and concerns, and create a link to policy makers in Wales. She will also continue work on the recently published Child Safety Action Plan drawn up to help prevent avoidable injuries and create opportunities for children to play safely and actively.    Lynne Hill, Policy Director at Children in Wales said: "We are delighted to be able to take a lead in coordinating work around child safety in Wales, contributing to the prevention of unintentional injuries to children and young people. We look forward to working with a wide range of partners across children's services, and those currently working on home and road safety in Wales". 
Further information:

http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/news/pressrelease/9995.html)
EU Wide
General Assembly of SOS-Kinderdorf International  
From the 3 to 5 July 2008, the Congress Innsbruck/Austria hosted the General Assembly of all SOS Children’s Villages associations worldwide. 
A press conference was given by the President, Mr Helmut Kutin, and Vice President Barbara François, as well as Secretary-General Mr Richard Pichler and Regional Directors Mr Wilhelm Huber and Mr Sebastian Corti.

Helmut Kutin drew attention to one issue in particular: the right to childhood. "For many children, a carefree childhood is not a matter of course … children can no longer go to school, since their school fees are needed to purchase food." Raising funds for SOS Children's Villages' projects is therefore a constant challenge. Barbara François added that "we have set ourselves the goal of making one million SOS friends by 2016."  Wilhelm Huber spoke of the still anarchical situation in Somalia: “…The people are intimidated, feel abandoned…". SOS Children's Villages has been active in Somalia since 1985, with the SOS clinic providing essential medical services. Four years ago, SOS Children's Villages began offering therapeutical and counselling services, which have been developing step-by-step ever since. Family Strengthening Programmes have been set up to avoid children being forced to fend for themselves or being placed into out-of-home care by protecting and strengthening the families. 
During the GA Helmut Kutin was re-elected President of SOS Children's Villages and several others elected into office, such as Margaret Nkrumah from Ghana, who will support Helmut Kutin as Vice President. 
For further details: (http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org)
Initiatives from outside Europe
Rio de Janeiro to host world congress against sexual exploitation of children

The Government of Brazil, UNICEF, ECPAT and the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child officially launched the World Congress III in Rio de Janeiro on the 19th May inviting governments, civil society, young people, and private sector companies to unite in ending sexual exploitation of children. The Congress constitutes a milestone in the follow-up to the recent UN Study on Violence against Children.                                                                                                               
The World Congress itself will be held in November in Rio de Janeiro. It aims to address the increasing problem of sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, including trafficking of children for sexual purposes, violations of children on the internet and child pornography, sexual exploitation in schools and of child domestic labourers. New partnerships will be built, for example with religious leaders and parliamentarians, and the private sector.                                                                          
Recent reports indicate that sexual exploitation of children and adolescents is increasing. Efforts to end violence against children often lack strategic planning, systemic approaches, sustainable commitment and resources and are compromised by lack of data and information.                                                                                  Tackling exploitation requires all segments of society to work together. Governments and private and public sector organizations must set clear achievable targets and work with law enforcement agencies to ensure criminals are caught and charged. The participation and collaboration of children and young people is also crucial. Further information: (http://www.crca.org.al/newsletters/2008/newsletter396.htm#1)
	Council of Europe News


New Convention on adoption

A new convention on child adoption was recently adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. It updates the 1967 Convention, improving the procedure for national adoption and making it more transparent, efficient and resistant to abuse. It also improves the conditions for international adoption. The aim is to take account of social and legal developments while respecting the European Convention on Human Rights and giving precedence to the child’s best interests.

Among the new provisions introduced by the Convention are:

· The father’s consent is required in all cases, even when the child was born out of wedlock.

· The child’s consent is necessary if the child has sufficient understanding to give it.

· It extends to heterosexual unmarried couples who have entered into a registered partnership in States which recognise that institution, and to single people. It also leaves States free to extend adoptions to homosexual couples and same sex-couples living together in a stable relationship.

· The new convention strikes a better balance between adopted children’s right to know their identity and the right of the biological parents to remain anonymous.

· The minimum age of the adopter must be between 18 and 30, and the age difference between adopter and child should preferably be at least 16 years.

The Convention will be open for signature from mid-November at the handover from the Swedish Chair to the Spanish Chair.

For more information: www.coe.int/children
“Building Europe for and with Children” - Forthcoming Conference
Under the Swedish chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers and with the support of the Nordic Council of Ministers, the Council of Europe and the Swedish Government will jointly organise a conference on the theme of “Building a Europe for and with children – Towards a Strategy for 2009-2011”. The conference takes place in Stockholm on 8-10 September 2008.

The conference will gather representatives from governments, international organisations and institutions, NGOs and professional networks, parliamentarians, local authorities, ombudspersons, judges and children’s advocates as well as young people. Three technical seminars will be held on the first day followed by high level plenary sessions on days two and three.
To read more about the Strategy: (http://www.coe.int/t/transversalprojects/children/pdf/Booklet_en.pdf)
	( Further Reading (


Child poverty

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published an analysis of the impact of the current benefit and tax allowances system on incomes and poverty. The research finds that different uprating methods are applied to different parts of the tax and benefit system, including uprating in line with earnings, uprating with inflation and no uprating at all and found that over a twenty year period this would affect different groups very differently. Pensioners would see no substantial change in their poverty rate as they will be protected by upratings linked to earnings. However, child poverty would rise dramatically, from 18% to 33% on the Government’s preferred measure. Thus, instead of eradicating child poverty, the effect of continuing current uprating policies would be almost to double it. 
For further information:
(www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/2218.asp)
Undocumented Children

La Chasse aux enfants (The hunting of children) is a publication by Réseau Éducation Sans Frontières (RESF), written by Miguel Benasayag, Angélique del Rey. This publication, result of a national investigation with many testimonies, shows that the discriminatory policies against undocumented families with children enrolled at school in France, has traumatic effects on the entire French society and in particular on children. 
(http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/spip.php?article12800)
Kinship care

The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) has published new research into outcomes for abused and neglected children placed with family or friends through court proceedings in the UK. The project followed up a cohort of 113 children, removed from their parents’ care by the courts because of child protection concerns, who were then placed with members of their extended families or social networks. 72% of placements were either continuing at the point of data collection or had ended having lasted as long as needed. 28% had ended prematurely and 16% were continuing but vulnerable to disruption. For further information:

(www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RBX-05-08.pdf)
Education of migrant children

“Some of the so-called problems in schooling of migrant pupils are indeed problems of the school in general”. This is one of the findings of research carried out by the University of Granada published by the Revista de Educación, del Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia. This publication, dedicated since 1940 to the investigation on the educational system, has focused its recent edition on a monographic study on migrant children in the educational system. It offers an in-depth review on the integration of migrant pupils, the evolution of the politics in the educational institutions, the attitudes of students, parents and teachers, set against the new reality.

Source: www.tribunalatina.com
Medication on the rise for US and UK children

Anti-psychotic medication use is rising on both sides of the Atlantic with research suggesting that the drugs are being over-prescribed for both US and UK children. Among the most commonly used drugs were those to treat symptoms of autism and hyperactivity. In the UK study, anti-psychotics were prescribed for 595 children at a rate of less than four per 10,000 children in 1992. By 2005, 2,917 children were prescribed the drugs at a rate of seven per 10,000 — a near-doubling, said lead author Fariz Rani, a researcher at the University of London's pharmacy school. By contrast, an earlier US study found that more than 23 per 10,000 used the drugs in 1996 versus nearly 45 American children out of 10,000 in 2001. The study is released in the May edition of the journal Paediatrics.

State of the World's Mothers 2008 - Closing the survival gap for children under 5

The Philippines and Peru are doing the best job of vaccinating children and treating them for critical diseases compared to other developing nations, Save the Children USA reported this week. With 84% of its children having these basic health needs unmet, Ethiopia placed on the bottom of the list in the report issued by the U.S.-based humanitarian group. Save the Children also ranked 146 countries for how good they are for mothers and children. Sweden, Norway, Iceland, New Zealand and Denmark topped the list. Niger was last. The rankings were based on data that included immunisation against childhood diseases such as malaria and tetanus, access to treatment for leading childhood killers such as diarrhea and pneumonia, prenatal care and other factors. Worldwide, more than 200 million children under age 5 do not get basic health care when they need it, with the poorest children being the worst off, Save the Children said. 
Read the report 
“State of the World’s Girls” Report

Plan International has recently published its “State of the World’s Girls” Report. This is the second in a series of 7 annual reports on the situation of girls around the world that will take us up to the deadline of the MDGs.  This series of reports is also accompanied by a cohort study, in which we will follow the lives of 70 girls and see what issues they face, and how their lives change over the next 7 years. 1 in 5 countries have used girls as child soldiers, and 100,000 are currently fighting in conflicts around the world, reveals a new report by Plan.  Conflict can also force girls from their homes, leave them caring for younger siblings or at risk from rape, beatings and abduction.  These shocking revelations are included in Plan’s annual ‘Because I am a Girl’ report, which this year focuses on girls and conflict.  Plan is now calling on the United Nations to allow girls to bring complaints against their leaders if their lives have been damaged by war. For the Report and Executive Summary: (http://www.plan-international.org/news/girls_war_report/)
Read a recent Plan report on the economic cost of failing to education girls 

Alcohol

Alcohol Concern and The Princess Royal Trust for Carers have published a new report highlighting the negative effect that parents' chronic drinking can have on their children's well being. The report, “Keeping It in the Family”, estimates that approximately one million children in the UK live with a parent who is dependent on drink and argues that children of problem drinkers can experience long-term psychological damage into adulthood and that services to support both young carers and chronic-drinking parents are too scarce. For further information: (www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/servlets/doc/1310)
Black and minority ethnic families in the UK

The Daycare Trust have published a new report exploring the use of childcare services among black and minority ethnic families in the UK, raising awareness of the specific needs of different ethnic minority families, and making the voices of these families heard. This follows the results of focus groups with black and minority ethnic (BME) childcare workers. Further information is available at (www.daycaretrust.org.uk/mod/fileman/files/Ensuring_Equality_-_the_BME_childcare_workforce.pdf)
NICE guidance

The National Institute for Clinical and Health Excellence (NICE) has issued new guidance on the nutrition of pregnant and breastfeeding mothers and children in low-income households, antenatal care and mental wellbeing of children in primary education. Read further information
Social Situation Report 2007 – Social cohesion through equal opportunities

The Social Situation Report is the Commission's main tool for monitoring developments in the social field across the EU Member States. The annual report aims to inform the public debate on social policy by providing key data and in depth analyses. The SSR provides some key indicators covering all social policy areas and analyses some specific issues in more detail. Most of these indicators are derived from a major European survey on income and living conditions (EU-SILC). The focus of the latest report is on equal opportunities. The Report complements other regular Commission analyses in the social field, such as the Employment in Europe report and annual report on gender equality. Read more information
Eurostat - Statistics in Focus: Social Protection Figures

New statistics released from Eurostat highlight the % of GDP spent on social protection across the EU 27. The report outlines the large disparities between different member states in % spent, as well as on growth rates. It highlights the changes in the sources of financing (from taxes or social contributions). Click here to read press release.

	Calendar of Upcoming Events


Day of General Discussion 2008: Children's right to education in emergencies

19 September 2008, Geneva, Switzerland

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has decided to devote its next Day of General Discussion (DGD) to children's right to education in emergencies - Articles 28 & 29 of the UN CRC. The right to education is set out in articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child as well as in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and a number of other international instruments.

The 2008 Day of General Discussion is intended to provide States and other actors with more comprehensive guidance as to their obligations to promote and protect the right to education. After the discussion the Committee will adopt recommendations, taking into account the issues raised.

Representatives of governments, United Nations human rights mechanisms, United Nations bodies and specialised agencies, non-governmental organisations, national human rights institutions, children and experts are welcome to take part. Participants will split into two working groups to discuss the issue:

· Working Group 1: Continuation and/or reconstruction of the educational system

· Working Group 2: Content and quality of education provided for children in emergency situations

IFCW World Forum 2008

“Early Intervention and Prevention”

29 Sept - 1 October 2008, Cardiff, Wales, UK

Each year the International Forum for Child Welfare IFCW (www.ifcw.org) holds an international conference known as the WorldForum, which is co-hosted, by one of its member organisations. Last year, WorldForum2007 brought delegates from around the world together in New Delhi and the previous year in Canada delegates from 34 different countries attended. The 19th WorldForum is being held in Cardiff, Wales and is being co-hosted by Children in Wales (www.childreninwales.org.uk) a member organisation of Eurochild. The broad theme of the WorldForum 2008 is ‘Early Intervention and Prevention’.

Please see www.worldforum2008.org for further information about the conference.

International Step by Step Association 9th Annual Conference “Active Citizenship: Democratic Practices in Education”
9-12 October 2008, Budapest, Hungary

The International Step by Step Association - ISSA, a network of early childhood education and development professionals and organisations, invites participation in the interdisciplinary conference Active Citizenship: Democratic Practices in Education, organised in partnership with the World Forum Foundation. This conference will provide a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas and experiences regarding how the promotion and practices of democracy, both in teaching practice and through advocacy, can affect the quality of children’s lives and those of the societies everywhere.
Final date to pay reduced registration fee: 1 July 2008. For more information: http://www.diamond-congress.hu/issa2008 or contact Eva Izsak at: eizsak@issa.hu
Other upcoming events

August 2008

· 13-15 August: World Conference of Children’s Playtowns, Berlin, Germany.

· 23-27 August: 33rd ATEE Conference "Teacher Education: Facing the Intercultural Dialogue" (www.atee2008.be), Brussels.

September 2008

· 8-10 September: European Microfinance Network (EMN) Annual Conference, Nice, France.

· 8-19 September: International Interdisciplinary Course “Children’s Rights in a Globalised World: From Principles to Practice” (for more information: www.iccr.be), Ghent-Antwerp, Belgium.

· 9-14 September: Comenius-Grundtvig Training Course on “Successful Transitions - Training as transition expert in early childhood education”, Wrexham, UK.

· 16 September: Social Platform Steering Group meeting, Brussels (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 19 September: Committee on the Rights of the Child’s Day of General Discussion 2008 on “Children's right to education in emergencies” (Art. 28-29 UN CRC), Geneva, Switzerland.

· 19 September: Conference on children’s rights and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child “Children's Rights: From 20th Century Visions to 21st Century Implementation?”, Swansea, UK.

· 22 September: Social Platform Social Policy Working Group meeting (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 23 September: Social Platform Fundamental Rights and Anti-Discrimination (FRAND) Working Group meeting (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 25-27 September: EAPN General Assembly, Sofia, Bulgaria (Eurochild representative: George Bogdanov, SAPI).

October-December 2008

· 15-16 October: 7th European Round Table on Poverty and Social Exclusion, France (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 21-22 October: III IJJO International Conference. "Juvenile justice systems in Europe", Valencia, Spain.

· 23 October: Social Platform Services of General Interest (SGI) Working Group meeting (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· November: Peer Review Seminar on “Breaking the transmission of poverty from one generation to the next - Return of women to labour market”, Germany.

· 4 November: bi-annual meeting between the Social Platform and the Coordinators of the European Parliament Employment and Social Affairs Committee, Brussels (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 6-7 November: 7th European Conference on e-Learning call for papers, Agia Napa, Cyprus.

· 18 November: Social Platform Social Policy Working Group meeting (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 19 November: World Day for the Prevention of Child Abuse.

· 24-25 November: European Commission Forum on Demographic Change, Berlin (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

· 2 December: Social Platform Fundamental Rights and Anti-Discrimination (FRAND) Working Group meeting (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).
· 4-5 December: Children in Europe conference “Picture this”, Young children and the arts, at Glasgow Science Center, possible booking online at childreninscotland.org.uk
· 9 December: Social Platform Steering Group meeting, Brussels (Eurochild representation to be confirmed).

	Courses


Training course on Transformative learning in non-formal education settings in Europe

On 21-26 July a training course on Transformative learning in non-formal education settings in Europe will be held in Austria aimed at educators (trainers, teachers, youth workers, etc.) Apart from the theory of learning methodologies, their application in such topics as citizenship, gender, sustainability, intercultural learning will be also part of the training course. For more information:

http://www.pameambro.org/eventi/tl_it.html
International Interdisciplinary Course: Children’s Rights in a Globalised World: From Principles to Practice

8-19 September 2008, Ghent-Antwerp, Belgium

The International Interdisciplinary Course wants to make an active contribution to the proliferation and promotion of the CRC and its underlying values and aims at critical reflection on children’s rights.

Contents

After a multidisciplinary introduction to children’s rights, with a particular focus on the CRC, implementation strategies and methodologies will be explored. Six broad themes will be addressed from a children’s rights perspective: education, health, child protection, poverty, child labour and migration.

Participants

Participants are expected to actively engage in discussions. A collective and individual assignment are to be completed and presented during the course. Widely recognised experts from all over the world will facilitate the lectures and workshops.

A maximum of 40 high-quality participants will be selected.

Applications

The deadline for applications was 1 April 2008.
For more information: www.iccr.be
or: Kathleen.Vlieghe@UGent.be
European Master in Childhood Studies and Children’s Rights (Qualification)

Berlin, Germany and parts in other European countries, Duration. 1 year

The MA study programme of the European Network of Masters in Children’s Rights at the Freie Universität Berlin, Germany is directed to:
· Graduates of social sciences, law, education, humanities, social work as well as other graduate student with professional experience of working with children

· Professionals holding a BA in governmental and NGOs and organisations in the field of youth work, education, social services, health and law.

The course deals with all aspects of childhood, viewed as a socio-cultural construct, and with theories of children’s rights and practice in adult-child relationships.

The course will be held mainly in English, however it is required that students have a sound knowledge of German, as some seminars will be held in German and some materials are available only in German.

The modules taught at the Freie Universität are:

1. Childhood studies and children's rights

2. Methods and techniques of childhood and children's rights research

3. Work and education of children

4. Socially disadvantaged and discriminated children and child rights oriented practice

More information on the content and qualification of each module can be found in the study regulations on the MA homepage. In addition, students have the possibility to attend selected courses and seminars at the department of educational sciences and psychology, the faculty of political science and the law faculty.

Deadline for applications was: 30 April 2008. For further information please contact Rebecca Budde (coordination) at: rbudde@ina-fu.org. Tel: +49-(0)30-838-52734.

Distance learning Course: Monitoring children's rights

17 September - 16 December 2008

This distance learning course is a basic introduction to measuring and monitoring the status of children, including basic health and welfare, education, civil rights and freedoms, and special protection measures. The course will address the full cycle of monitoring, including tool development; methodologies for carrying out monitoring (both organisationally as well as through the involvement of children); and the application of results for improving the promotion and protection of children's human rights. Deadline: 1 June 2008. For more information, contact: Human Rights Education Associates; e-mail: applications@hrea.org, website: http://www.hrea.org
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Do you wish to share information, announce something or make a contribution to the e-News Bulletin? Please send it to: info@eurochild.org.
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EurochildAISBL is a network of organisations and individuals, who are working in and across Europe to contribute to the improvement of the quality of life of children and young people. Our work is based on the principles enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

JOIN US!

Eurochild is open to all organisations from the non-profit sector working in the social field with an interest in the welfare and rights of children and young people in Europe.
Joining the Eurochild network enables members to get the latest information about policy developments at European level, funding opportunities, events, Eurochild activities, cooperate and share best practices with child rights organisations and specialists all over Europe, help to shape EU policies affecting children by participating in the development of Eurochild Policy Positions and Joint Statements, attend Eurochild events at lower fees, and many more!
If you would like to become a member of Eurochild, please send us the application form, which is downloadable from www.eurochild.org, accompanied by the necessary supporting documents!
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Eurochild is supported financially by the European Commission, by the European Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (2007-2013). This programme is managed by the Directorate-General for Employment, social affairs and equal opportunities of the European Commission. It was established to financially support the implementation of the objectives of the European Union in the employment and social affairs area, as set out in the Social Agenda, and thereby contribute to the achievement of the Lisbon Strategy goals in these fields.

The seven-year Programme targets all stakeholders who can help shape the development of appropriate and effective employment and social legislation and policies, across the EU-27, EFTA and EU candidate and pre-candidate countries.

PROGRESS’ mission is to strengthen the EU contribution in support of Member States’ commitments and efforts to create more and better jobs and to build a more cohesive society. To that effect, PROGRESS will be instrumental in:

· providing analysis and policy advice on PROGRESS policy areas;

· monitoring and reporting on the implementation of EU legislation and policies in PROGRESS policy areas;

· promoting policy transfer, learning and support among Member States on EU objectives and priorities; and

· relaying the views of the stakeholders and society at large.
For more information see: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/progress/index_en.html
The views expressed in this e-News Bulletin are those of Eurochild and do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission.
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