


Three points for next considerations:

Áthe image of young children 

as persons and as active subjects 

and protagonists

Áthe conditions that are necessary 

to build an approach to the education 

of children around this ñchildrenôs 

protagonismò

Ásome political considerations, 

as thoughts, even best thoughts, 

need policy to be realised



Letôs start with the identity 

of children and with the recognition 

of their protagonism 

in their educationôs processes

San Miniato approach to children 

education identifies children as 

the absolute protagonists 

of the experience developed 

within the services

In this perspective, children 

are ñthe protagonists 

of their own processes 

of growthò



Itôs important to build our approach 

to education around this image.

This consideration involves several points:

Áthe re-thinking of the role of the teacher

Áthe revaluation of the context

Áthe emphasizing of the collegial work

Áthe care about the documentation 

of the experiences

Áthe development of a 

meaningful relationship 

with families



In truth, the assumption of an image 

of young children as strong, rich, 

and full of potential requires a corresponding 

transformation of the role of teachers 

toward a direction in which their action 

is based much more 

on the organisation of structuring 

contexts than on providing 

direct stimuli to childrenôs action



Rather than teachers 

delivering curricula, 

we should talk of 

ñstrategic action 

as the driving force 

for planningò



Context is a key issue 

in services planning

The educational services for early 

childhood are understood to be 

an environment or context 

where children and teachers 

ïas protagonists ïshare daily life, 

create relationships and experiences 

and generate new understandings 

and, therefore, new knowledge



Central to the educational work 

as open and collegial is the role 

of documentation, by which 

teachers submit their observations 

ïwhich are not a mirroring of reality 

but an interpretation of reality ï

to collegial reflection 

and critical discussion 

that can enhance 

their meaning 

and shared value


