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Introduction

 Results of a survey

 On the right of children to participate

 Which is part of a “line of research”

 In our “research centre” (Observatory for children and youth policies)

 Figures, statistics … 

 Told as a story

 With a follow-up

 Hopefully not a never-ending story
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The framework of the survey

 Are children being listened to?

 Are children being heard?

 Participation as one of the three core principles of the CRC 

(the three “P”)
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A survey on children participation

Three questions

What are the opportunities for children and young people to 

participate in school?

What are their opportunity of learning citizenship and the “art” 

of living together? 

What do children know about CRC?

But first ….
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Survey methodology (brief)

Get account (testimony) …

 … of a representative sample

 … of children 

 … aged 10-18

 … on their experience of participation

 … plus: complementary sample of special needs children

 N= 1.144 children

 31 schools

 62 classes

 Supervised collective administration of questionnaire
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The questionnaire

 How are you listened to …

• At home

• At school

• By different persons (father, mother, physician, teachers, …)

• By adults (in general)

• In different organisations (youth centres, sport club, …)

• In various settings (bank, local affairs, official bodies, government, …)

 Questions about …

• behaviours: example: have you voiced your feeling?

• opinions: example: did you have an impact?
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At home … my opinion

At home, last time an important decision was taken, I gave my 

opinion about ……  % of "Yes"

0,0 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0 60,0 70,0 80,0 90,0 100,0

e. My ideas, my choices

d. my studies

c.my leisure activities outside family

a. my life within my family

b. my relations outside the family
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At school … my opinion

At school, last time an important decision was taken, I gave my 

opinion about … …  % "Yes"

0,0 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0 60,0 70,0 80,0 90,0 100,0

f. out-of-school activities

d. subjects studied

c. rules for living together

a. facilities in the classroom and at school

e. the way of teaching

b. courses schedules
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At home … my influence

At home, my opinion had an influence on the decision ...

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

e. My ideas, my choices

d. my studies

c.my leisure activities outside family

a. my life within my family

b. my relations outside the family

not at all a little more or less a lot entirely
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At school … my influence

At school, my opinion had an influence on the decision ...

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

f. out-of-school activities

d. subjects studied

c. rules for living together

a. facilities in the classroom and at

school

e. the way of teaching

b. courses schedules

not at all a little more or less a lot entirely
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Outside home and school …

Member of these organisations?

0,0 20,0 40,0 60,0 80,0 100,0

b. sport club

a. youth organisation

c. cultural or artistic

group

d. organisation with a

cause

Member? % Yes Give your opinion? % Yes
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My opinion and its influence on important decisions (in 

general) by age

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

80,0

% % % % % % % % %

10 or less 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 or more

I don't give my opinion

I give my opinion and it has a litlle or none influence at all
on decisions

I give my opinion and it has a moderate influence on
decision

I give my opinion and it has a lot of influence or completely
influence the decision
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Memberships

Memberships (%)

26,6

31,2

11,7

30,6 no membership at all

sport club only

a single membership
(other than sport club)

two memberships or more
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Learning citizenship

 yes no Total

3. Have you ever been elected or run for an elected mandate in an 

organisation ?
24,0 76,0 100,0

Did you ever express your opinion (alone or in a group) in the following settings?

a. Local youth council 11,1 88,9 100,0

b. School council 23,2 76,8 100,0

c. Classroom council 35,2 64,8 100,0

d. Youth parliament or youth forum 19,2 80,8 100,0
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Learning citizenship: score

How many experiences of learning citizenship?

38%

29%

20%

9%

3%

1%

none

one

two

three

four

five



12/11/2009 Participation of children aged 10-18 16

Knowledge of CRC

Knowledge of CRC

28,1

4,5

46,4

21,0

not heard of

have heard of but cannot
say if I know what is in it

have heard of but don't
know well what is in it

have heard of and know
what is in it
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Knowledge of CRC: how?

Where did you heard of CRC?

0,0 20,0 40,0 60,0 80,0 100,0

2. On TV

4. At School

5. At home

1. On radio

3. In the written press

7. On Internet

8. Inn a book

6. By friends, acquaintances
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What we learned …

… can be summarised in three findings:
1. Whereas most children seem to be heard and listened to in their family, 

only a small fraction of them have some opportunity to be active 
participants in the school context. The opportunity to participate in the 
school context is also at odds with the opportunities found in the 
activities outside school (youth organisation, sport club, …).

2. A strong minority of children stay away from any kind of social affiliation 
outside family or school and have no experience at all of any kind of 
concrete experience of a democratic process.

3. Only a minority of children is well informed about the content of the 
CRC.
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Scope for progression

Concerning the right of children to participate, the scope for progression 

in the french community of Belgium is quite large on at least three levels:

 Participation in the school context

 Concrete (personal) experience of a democratic process in an organised 

setting

 Knowledge of the Children right convention
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Follow-up

 Childfriendly version of main results of the survey on participation

 Inventory of tools for measuring participation

 Qualitative research: What do children mean by well-being … and the 

lessons which can be drawn for children well-being indicators: agency is 

a central component of well-being, as children understand it

 Survey of children aged 12-15 (first level of secondary school) on their 

well-being, their social life and the opportunities to practice citizenship at 

school 
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Pour en savoir plus …

 http://www.oejaj.cfwb.be/rubrique.php?id_rubrique=89

http://www.oejaj.cfwb.be/rubrique.php?id_rubrique=89

