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Members’ Exchange Seminar on Child and Youth Participation

2nd October 2008, City Hall, Cardiff, Wales, UK    

Eurochild invites you to participate in its second Members Exchange Seminar on Child and Youth Participation at the City Hall, Cardiff, Wales, UK on 2nd October 2008. The seminar will take an in-depth look at how Eurochild members involve children and young people, particularly those most disadvantaged, in their own work and in policy-making at regional or national level. The seminar will provide the opportunity to share good practice examples and young people will be active contributors to the programme. It will follow the IFCW World Forum 2008 on Early Intervention and Prevention, taking place at Cardiff City Hall from 29 September - 1 October and co-hosted by our member organisation Children in Wales.

Members’ Exchange Seminars aim to give members greater insight into each others’ ways of working, providing the opportunity for the exchange of knowledge and ideas on specific aspects of fighting child poverty and breaking the inter-generational inheritance of social exclusion and disadvantage. This is at the heart of Eurochild’s work, for which we receive support from the European Commission.  The participation of children and young people in this process is not only their fundamental human right, but also a potentially powerful instrument of empowerment and social inclusion, providing opportunities for developing competences in self-advocacy and thus the ability to impact on decisions affecting their lives. Recognising diversity, and ensuring that participation processes in all aspects of life are accessible to all, is key to effective participatory processes. A background paper further developing these concepts will be provided for participants in advance of the seminar. 

Eurochild has committed to mainstreaming the participation of children and young people in its activities and the seminar is the start of this process. Key points from the seminar will feed into Eurochild’s thematic working group on participation, set up to facilitate the continuing collaboration between members with expertise in this field. 

The Seminar is open to all members of Eurochild and young people actively engaged in their organisations’ activities. It is also open to organisations with a clear interest in joining the network.  

Seminar programme (provisional)



2nd October 2008

09:00-09:30h
Coffee & registration

09:30-10:00h
Opening session


Catriona Williams, Eurochild President, Chief Executive of Children in Wales

Representative of the Office of the Welsh Children’s Commissioner [tbc]

10:00-11:00h
Expert input


Sean O’Neill, Children in Wales, “Participation at local and regional level”



Jana Hainsworth, Eurochild Secretary General, “Participation at EU level”



Discussion

11:00-11:30h
Break

11:30-13:00h
Thematic workshops led by young people’s groups from Wales, Cyprus, Hungary and Germany
· Participation in the family and home environment

· Participation in education systems

· Participation in community and political life

· Ensuring inclusion of disadvantaged children & young people

13:00-14:00h
Buffet Lunch

14:00-15:30h
Members good practice exchange 

Chair: (proposed) Ninetta Kazantzis, Coordinator of Eurochild Thematic Working Group on Participation 
Three member organisations from different countries will present examples of participation processes in their own organisations and/or in the policy-making processes at regional or national level. From their experience, the presenters will highlight key considerations for organisations in facilitating a rights-based and inclusive approach to participation of children and young people

Discussion: Key points to feed into the work of the Participation Thematic Working Group 
15:30-16:00h
Break

16:00-17:00h
Closing session

Chair: (proposed) Catriona Williams, Eurochild President, Chief Executive of Children in Wales (or) Jana Hainsworth, Eurochild Secretary General

· Reports from thematic workshops and members practice exchange

· Discussion

· Closing remarks by the Chair
Registration procedure



Members interested in participating in the Seminar and accompanying young people (where appropriate) should complete the attached registration form and send it to the Eurochild Secretariat by 12th September. Please note that members nominating young people to participate must take full responsibility for the health, safety and conduct of the young people whilst travelling to and from the event and during the programme of activities. The written consent of parents (or persons with parental authority) for young people under 18 to participate must also be obtained. 

 A limited budget is available to sponsor travel and accommodation costs. If sponsorship is needed, members should provide details on the registration form, downloadable from www.eurochild.org 

Members interested in presenting their experience during the members practice exchange session should also provide a short abstract on the registration form.


Eurochild AISBL is an international network of organisations working across Europe to improve the quality of life of children and young people. Our work is based on the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The fight against child poverty and social exclusion is at the heart of our work programme. Eurochild AISBL is supported by the European Commission within the European Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (2007-2013). The views expressed by Eurochild do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission.
You may contact Eurochild at :

1-2 Avenue des Arts 

B-1210 Bruxelles, Belgium 

Tel. +32 (0)2 511 70 83/  Fax +32 (0)2 511 72 98

Email : admin@eurochild.org Website : http://www.eurochild.org
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