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Europe’s children in care – what role for the EU? 
 

Eurochild launched first ever survey to compare the situation  
in 30 European countries on children in alternative care 

 
Co-hosted by MEPs Corina Cretu and Roberta Angelilli, Eurochild launched yesterday (27 
January 2010) in the European Parliament in Brussels its trans-European survey on 
children in alternative care. It’s the first time such a comprehensive survey has been 
compiled, covering 26 EU Member States.  

Approximately 1% of children in the EU are living in alternative care - including residential, 
community and family-based care – that is about one million children.   

Whilst placement in an institution is widely recognised as the solution of last resort after 
family support services and family-based care, the number of children in institutions is 
stable or even rising in several EU countries.    

Furthermore the practice of placing children under the 3 in institutions still exists in several 
Member States, despite a consensus that placing infants in institutional care for several 
months causes irreversible damage to brain development.  

It is clear that certain vulnerable groups are heavily over-represented in care statistics. 
In Bulgaria, Roma children account for approximately 45% of children in care. In the Czech 
Republic in 2007 24% of children in baby homes were Roma. The institutionalisation of 
children with disabilities is also a major concern in many countries of the EU. 

Although poverty and material deprivation cannot be a reason for placement of a child, it is 
clearly an underlying cause in many countries. Indeed, the lack of data surrounding the 
links between poverty, social exclusion and placement of children obscures how poverty 
features in the decisions that result in placement, and how the most appropriate 
prevention approaches can be developed. 

Jana Hainsworth, Eurochild’s Secretary General, stated: 
“We know the root cause for many children entering the care system is poverty and 
social exclusion. High level political commitment to end child poverty must mobilise 
more resources for early intervention and prevention, strengthening families and 
access to quality services.” 
 

The available statistics provide clear evidence that children who have been in care – and 
in particular in residential care settings – are more likely to end up homeless; to commit 
crimes; to have children before the age of 20 themselves; and to have their own 
children taken into care.  

MEP Richard Howitt (PASD, UK) said: 
 

“I’m really pleased that this survey has come out today. Having up-to-date evidence is 
very important to give us the spur and incentive to move on. 
And clearly we need a wider number of people both, in the parliament and amongst 
the NGOs, to engage in this issue.” 

 
 
 
Eurochild’s demands ► 
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Armed with this statistical resource, gathered through a survey of Eurochild members 
throughout 2009, Eurochild is calling for: 
 

 EU leadership to adopt common definitions and improve the collection of comparable 
data on children in alternative care 

 Immediate action to support the de-institutionalisation of children 

 A ban on the institutionalisation of babies (0-3 years) 

 Greater emphasis on training and recognition of the children’s workforce 

 Political commitment to end child poverty 

 Support for the application of the UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children 
across all EU member states 

 Direct involvement of children, young people and their families, both in decision-making 
processes that affect them directly and in the development of alternative care policies 
and services 

 
-end- 
 
Note: In the framework of the European Year 2010 against Poverty and Social Exclusion, 
Eurochild launched also this week its “End Child Poverty Now!” campaign.  
 
  
Click here to download the survey, or to see the full programme and speakers list of the EP 
event. 
 
 
More information: 

 
Jana Hainsworth, Secretary General 
Björn Becker, Information and Communication Officer 

 
Eurochild 
Avenue des Arts 1-2, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2 211 05 53 - Fax: +32 (0)2 511 72 98  
bjoern.becker@eurochild.org - www.eurochild.org 
 
 
 

Eurochild is a network of organisations and individuals working in and across Europe to 
promote children’s rights and improve the quality of life of children and young people. 
Eurochild’s work is underpinned by the principles enshrined in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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