Article 1 UN CRC?

é The Facts

In the EU today, there are...

- 490 million citizens, of which

+ 94 million are under the age of 18
« 72 million citizens Iiving in poverty 1.In all actions concerning children...
+ 18 million of whom are under 18

« 19% of children are at risk of poverty'

... a child means every human being below
the age of 18 years...

Article 3 UN CRC

the best interests of the child shall be

a primary consideration.

2. State Parties undertake to ensure the child

such protection and care as is necessary for his
or her well-being...

A child’s socio-economic situation in the early stages of life is still one of the main factors that determine their overall
well-being and future chances. Children growing up in poverty are more likely to experience health problems, to
drop out of school, to have difficulty in finding or holding down a job and to lack civic engagement. The problems
tend to span generations - known as the inter-generational inheritance of poverty. The cost to society is huge, both
in terms of lost human and social capital and dealing with the consequences of social malfunction.

Fig.1:
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Figure 1: At-risk-of-poverty rate for children aged 0-17 (SILC 2005)
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i Eurostat, 2005 data (http:/7eceuropa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/news/news_en.cfm?id=207)
2: UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) and/or Child-friendly version of the UN CRC

(http//www.uniceforg/magic/media/documents/what_rights_flyer_english.pdf)
EU Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (SILC), income data 2004


















