Article for “Children in Europe” - issue N° 10
Positive action of the European Union concerning the rights of children and young people
Towards a communication on the rights of the child

As mentioned in the last issue of this Magazine, the European Commission is planning to issue a Communication on the Rights of the Child - an initiative of Franco Frattini, EU Commissioner in charge of Justice, Freedom and Security. Eurochild AISBL welcomed this move and has already been involved in the Europe-wide consultation process launched by the Commission. We actively participated in a brainstorming meeting with NGOs and officials from the European Institutions in June 2005 and sent a position on the issue to the Commissioner, which was well received.
Eurochild AISBL has also joined forces with other networks of European NGOs working with children, who are closely following the developments of the planned Communication on Child Rights. Together, we have developed a series of key messages regarding crucial elements that should be incorporated into the Communication, if it is to become an effective strategy for a coherent EU policy. Above all, we insist that the Communication should create a measurable impact on realities and reflect the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. We also suggest that the text be a Joint Communication, providing a coherent strategy for both internal and external EU policy, and promoting children’s rights within the EU, its Member States and third countries.

The College of Commissioners will adopt a first draft of the Communication in March 2006. Eurochild AISBL, together with the other NGOs, will closely follow the drafting of the Communication and will try to make sure that the process includes both a meeting of experts on the issue as well as a thorough civil society consultation, before the final version is published during 2006.
Implementation of the European Youth Pact

The European Commission is not only active in the area of child rights, but has also implemented several measures concerning youth. In November 2001 it published a White Paper on Youth, establishing a framework for European co-operation on this issue. Following this, a European Pact for Youth was agreed by EU heads of state and government in March 2005. The Youth Pact focuses on 3 main areas: employment, integration and social advancement; education, training and mobility; and the reconciliation of working and family life.
When EU Ministers responsible for youth met again in Brussels in November 2005, their discussions mainly concerned the so-called Youth in Action Programme as well as the adoption of a Resolution on the implementation of the European Youth Pact and the promotion of active citizenship. The Resolution recalls the main tools of co-operation in the area of youth policy. It calls upon the European Commission and member states to continue implementing the agreed common objectives, to effectively follow up the European Pact for Youth, and to develop a dialogue with young people and their organisations at European, national, regional and local level. It also suggests greater recognition of non-formal and informal learning by young people and those active in youth work.
