"Interview of the month": EURONET+EUROCHILD
(for EESC News May 2008)

Perhaps you can begin by telling us about your respective organisations work?

Eurochild is an international umbrella NGO working in and across Europe to improve the quality of life of children and young people. Eurochild’s work is underpinned by the principles enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. At the heart of our work is child poverty and social inclusion. Eurochild is funded by the European Commission within the PROGRESS Programme and currently has 67 member organisations in 27 European countries (both within and outside of the EU).

Eurochild follows-up the work of the European Institutions and provide input to EC and EP consultations, based on our members’ expertise. It also feeds-in to members, developments at European level with the aim to support them in their advocacy activities at national/ regional level, as well as providing the opportunity to exchange best practices and experience through different events we organise across Europe. 
The European Children's Network (EURONET) is a coalition of 37 networks and organisations campaigning for the interests and rights of children (defined in the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as all persons under 18 years of age). They share a common concern that children's rights should be taken into account in all EU legislation, policies and programmes which have an impact on children's rights.
EURONET’s primary activity is advocating for children’s rights as set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to be fully taken into account within EU policy-making. Its advocacy work is based on developing policies and conducting research on key issues affecting children such as violence, discrimination and poverty. It has been closely involved in the development of an EU Strategy on Children Rights by its report “What about us? Children’s rights in the EU” (2005). It has also organised child participation to ensure children are given a voice in EU policy making. 

How does the Lisbon Treaty give the EU new scope in the area of children’s rights?

For the first time children’s rights appear in the Treaties! Promoting children’s rights is now included among the EU (internal and external) objectives which means that actions targeting children within policies of its competence will now be possible – and resources can be made available for this. Specific references have been made to children’s rights under the area of freedom security and justice (protection of children from sexual exploitation and trafficking).
Furthermore, the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, with its article 24 dedicated to children, will become binding for the majority of the Member States. And by acquiring legal personality, the EU will be able to accede to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Can you explain to our readers what is meant by ‘children’s rights’?

Children rights are all those rights recognised in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and its Optional Protocols. They were individualised from human rights in general in order to recognise the specific needs and rights of children. According to the UNCRC, children are all human being under 18 years of age.
What difference can the EU make to children’s rights both within and outside the EU?

A huge difference! Democracy and human rights are at the core of EU principles and all its policies are governed by the implementation, promotion and respect of such values. The EU has an added strength to move forward the political agendas, both internally and externally, and make sure the rights of children are fully implemented and respected in all areas affected by EU policies.
Do you believe we can have effective children’s participation at EU Level, and if yes, how?

Yes, of course! Children have a true potential to contribute to EU policies. In many countries they are already providing valuable contributions to policy making nationally by giving their opinion on issues that concern them. They are organised through children/ youth parliaments, or other forms of gatherings. Why wouldn’t they be able to play a similar role with regard to EU policies? There are many ways to involve children at EU level: direct participation in EU forums, public consultations, peer groups exchanges, website consultations and production of child-friendly language for official documents.
What can the EESC do to support the development of a strategy for children’s rights in the European Union?

The opportunity to contribute on children issues to the debates of the EESC NGO Liaison Group is appreciated. Specifically, the EESC has been very helpful in promoting and advocating for children’s rights through its Opinions. We trust this support will continue through the next critical phase of development and implementation of an EU Strategy on Children’s rights.
