Children in Europe at last?

European Commission Communication
on the Rights of the Child

As reported in former editions of Children in Europe, a group of NGOs concerned with child rights has been closely following the European Commission’s development of a Communication on the Rights of the Child. This Core Group on Child Rights commented on the first draft of the document in March 2006. The Communication has just been published and is a landmark in the gradual process of recognising that children have a place within the European Union (for further background, see Issue 7 of Children in Europe). It results from a decision of the Group of Commissioners for Fundamental Rights, Non-discrimination and Gender Equality to launch an initiative for “children’s rights in the internal and external policies of the EU”, based on the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The Communication proposes “to establish a comprehensive EU strategy with a view to ensure the effective promotion and safeguard of the rights of the child in the European Union’s internal and external policies and to support the efforts of the Member States in doing so”.
The document briefly describes the situation of children today, in the EU and globally, and the legal basis for an EU strategy. The second part mentions the added value of EU action in this area, steps already taken and the challenges ahead. The strategy and concrete actions proposed to tackle those challenges are described in the third (and last) part. Six specific objectives are now identified, most of which had been recommended by the Core Group on Child Rights in its last reaction to the draft Communication:

· Capitalising on existing activities

· Identifying priorities for future action (on the basis of a “wide public consultation including children”)

· Mainstreaming Child Rights in EU actions

· Establishing efficient co-ordination and consultation mechanisms

· Enhancing capacity and expertise on Child Rights

· Designing a communication strategy on Child Rights

To strengthen co-operation among the main stakeholders, the Commission promises to set up:

· a “European Forum for the Rights of the Child”, chaired by the Commission but including Member States, UN agencies, the Council of Europe, Civil Society and children themselves. 

· a web-based discussion platform for the exchange of information, good practice, etc. 

· a “formal inter-services group on the rights of the child”, that will be responsible for the follow-up of the strategy, 

· a “co-ordinator for the Rights of the Child”. 

Most importantly, the Commission states that it “is committed to setting up the necessary human and financial resources to implement this strategy”. A report will be presented every year, to assess the progress made.

An Annex to the Communication reviews EU actions already taken that affect children’s rights, in areas such as: asylum and migration; child health and welfare; child poverty and exclusion; education; family; and violence against children. No mention, however, is made in the Annex or the Communication of early childhood education and care, for example the EU’s long-standing commitment to increasing ‘childcare’ services to support the reconciliation of employment, family responsibilities and gender equality.

Towards an EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child, a Communication of the Commission is available at www.eurochild.org.

This item was prepared with the assistance of Anja Härtwig at EUROCHILD AISBL, an international network of organisations and individuals working across Europe to improve the quality of life of children and young people.

