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Child Poverty & Social Exclusion in the EU

Article 1 UN CRC?

The Facts ..achild means every human being below
the age of 18 years...

In the EU today, there are...
« 490 million citizens, of which
+ 94 million are under the age of 18

- 72 million citizens living in poverty 1.1In all actions concerning children...
the best interests of the child shall be

a primary consideration,

Article 3 UN CRC

« 18 million of whom are under 18

- 19% of chi ; .
18 of childrenzareat sk of poverty 2. State Parties undertake to ensure the child

such protection and care as is necessary for his
or her well-being...

A child's socio-economic situation in the early stages of life is still one of the main factors that determine their overall
well-being and future chances. Children growing up in poverty are more likely to experience health problems, to
drop out of school, to have difficulty in finding or holding down a job and to lack civic engagement. The problems
tend to span generations - known as the inter-generational inheritance of poverty. The cost to society is huge, both
in terms of lost human and social capital and dealing with the consequences of social malfunction.

Figure 1: At-risk-of-poverty rate for children aged 0-17 (SILC 2005)
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1 Eurostat, 2005 data (http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/news/news_en.cfm?id=207)
2: UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) and/or Child-friendly version of the UN CRC

(http://www.uniceforg/magic/media/docurnents/what_rights_fiyer_englishpdf)
Fig.1: EU Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (SILC), income data 2004
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« 66% of citizens do not have children

+ 50% of marriages end in divorce

« 33% of EU households have children

- 33% of single-parent households are living in poverty
«+31% of EU children are born to unmarried parents

«19% of children are at-risk-of poverty

« 13% of households with children are single-parent led

« 4% of parents have at least 3 children

- the average N° of children women would like to have is 2.4

« the number of children per woman, necessary to sustain
present levels of population is 2.1 Both parents share responsibility

- the average birth rate across the EU25 is 1.5 for bringing up their children, and

should always consider what is bes

for each child. Governments should

Childcare provision help parents by providing services
—_— pport them, especially if both
ents work

Article 18 UN CRC

During their summit in Barcelona in 2000, European heads-of-state set
targets for the provision of childcare places (so-called Barcelona targets):
the goal was to provide child care facilities for 33% of children from birth to 3 and 90% for children from 4 to
compulsory school age by 2010.

Only 5 EU member states have reached the target of 33% for the under 3s, seven remain under 7% (see figure 2).
In many member states there is no universal right to childcare for children under three; it is considered a social
right in only 3 member states. Only 25% of grandparents are considered to regularly provide childcare.?

Fundlng K Figure 2: Childcare Coverage below age 3
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On average, EU member state gov- 5 |

ernments cover only half of the .

10,000€ per year /per child neces- 2

sary to fund pre-school education.
Early-childhood centres receive less

funding than primary or secondary K
schools, despite greater staff needs. I
Only 3 member states spend more
than 1% of their GDP on childcare. w

In countries where early childhood 3
education is not paid for by the I
state it is often more cost-effective | ©
to be a stay-at home-mother than o
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itis to be a working mother whose | o
pay check is devoted to childcare
(see figure 3).2 1: Eurostat data (https//epp.eurostat.ceceu.int) & EU Joint Report on Social Protection and Inclusion,
Brussels, March 2007
2: StudybyEU Expert Group on Gender, Social Inclusion and Employment - EGGSIE (http//Awww.mbs,
acuk/research/europeanemployment/projects/gendersocial/index.aspx)
3: Starting Strong Il - Early Childhood Education and Care, OECD Publishing 2006, www.oecd.org

Fig.2: Commission Communication on *Promoting Solidarity Between the Generations’, Brussels, May 2007
(results of the 2006 Eurobarometer on fertlity and ageing) (http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_
enhtm)

Fig.3: Idem





[image: image3.jpg]Hundreds of thousands of children in Europe are
unable to grow up with their biological families. This
may be due to abuse and neglect, parental ill health
or imprisonment, immigration, abandonment or a
disability. Children growing up without parental care
are particularly exposed to poverty, exclusion and
discrimination, often leading to greater vulnerability,
abuse, neglect, exploitation.

Every effort must be made to ensure that children
separated from their biological parents are supported
and protected, and given the chance to shape their
own future to become self-reliant, self-sufficient and
participating members of society. Quality standards
for out-of-home child care have been developed
by the Quality4Children project, a joint initiative of
3 international care organisations: FICE International,
IFCO and SOS Children’s Villages.'

Article 27 UN CRC

Children have a right to a standard of living that is good enough

to meet their physical and mental needs. The government
should help families who cannot afford to provide this.

Itis worrying that despite efforts to provide family-and
community-based care solutions for children without
parental care, the number of children growing up
in institutions has remained steady, if not increased
slightly, in several EU member states (see Figure 7). Still
more worrying are reports that children from families
suffering extreme poverty and deprivation are placed
in institutional care, instead of supporting families at
risk through better services and benefits. According to
NGOs in the Czech Republic, some 8,000 children were
sent to institutional care in 2006, the second highest
figure in the EU after Bulgaria. Roma families appear
to suffer most due to widespread discrimination, low
employmentand education levels,and lack of awareness
of their rights.?

Figure 8:
Rate of children in formal care: the average
for 8 new member states 1992-2005

1952 1093 1994 1905 1996 1007 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

B Rato o Chiien i Gare I fostr pareris or quardiars oer 100,000 population aged 0-17)
53Rt of chitron n resicantialcaro (per 100,000 popuiaton aged 0-17)

Homelessness and
housing exclusion have
often been referred toas
possibly the most extreme
form of poverty. Homelessn
tends to be associated wi
women and children. But there is a growing trend of
homeless families and unaccompanied adolescents
experiencing homelessness. Families are in fact the
fastest growing segment of the homeless population,
especially those with single mothers and immigrant
parents.?

Most children become homeless because their parents
are unable to find affordable housing. Many people
(mainly children and women) are forced out of their
homes because of domestic violence. Traumatic events
such as unemployment, illness, violence or abuse further
limit their ability to secure decent housing. Homeless
children between 6 and 17 also struggle with high rates
of mental health problems.*

The European Committee for Children of Parents in
Prison (Eurochips) estimates that each year almost
500,000 children in the EU have one or both parents
in prison. The psychological and social impact on the
children involved is too often ignored.

Street children are among Europe’s most invisible
children but in many major European cities their
number is rising. Although numbers cannot easily be
estimated, official figures in Romania range from several
hundred to over 9,000, while NGOs estimate as many
as 60,000. Polish NGOs estimate that there are about
15,000 street children in Warsaw. Police figures estimate
that 5,625 children had run away from home and 6,662
children had run from residential care institutions in
2002. In neighbouring Czech Republic, 17,000 social
services’ clients were young people under 15. Two
groups at are at especially high risk: Roma children
and unaccompanied minors. Frequently falling victim
to poverty, violence and trafficking, these children are
deprived of their rights as defined by the UN CRC.*

1:  wwwaqualitydchildren.info

20 wwwrespektcz uly 2007

3: Child Homelessness in Europe - an overview of emerging trends,
FEANTSA, 2007 (http//feantsa.horus.be/code/EN/pg.asp?Page=675)

4 hips/wwwilightpoverty.mmbrico.com/consequences/homeless htm!

5: European Foundation for Street Children Worldwide - EFSCW
(wwwenscw.org)

Fig. 8: Presentation by Dita Reichenberg, UNCEF Regional Advisor Child Protection

CEE/CIS, Source: TransMonee 2007, Number per 100,000 children 0-17 years
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Figure 4: % of children living in jobless households 2001 & 2006

« 8.8% of the EU labour force

is unemployed

« 18.7% of young people
in the EU are unemployed

« 55% of women have a job

- 8% of people are so-called
working poor

« 3.8% of the active population |
suffers from long-term W EL S CY PT ESIT IT DK NL A LV AT CZ EE MT FR RO DE PL IE & HU BE BG UK
unemployment )

Article 2 UN CRC Figure 5: Employment rates by immigration background (2005)

The Convention applies to everyone [@bomoutside the EU @ native born @ born in another £U country ‘

whatever their race, religion, abilities,

whatever they think of
type of family they come from.

Youth unemployment is twice as
high as the overall unemployment
rate across the EU25. In some new
member states youth unemploy-
ment reaches 40% (see figure 6).
Furthermore, 40% of all unem-
ployed young people are long-term
unemployed.'

Risk of poverty is highestamong children growing up in jobless households. In Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Portugal
and the UK, over 70% of children growing up in households with no working adult are at risk of poverty? The
number of children affected varies considerably across the EU, but in nine member states at least one in five
children grows up in a jobless household (see figure 4).

The problem is particularly acute among immigrant families, who, throughout the EU, are more likely to suffer
unemployment (see figure 5). In Greater London, for example, the 2006 Labour Force Survey indicate that almost
one third (31%) of London’s Black, Asian and minority ethnic children live in workless households compared to
18% of White children. Poverty is said to affect nearly 70% of children in London’s Pakistani and Bangladeshi
communities - linked to high levels of discrimination in the labour market®.

Poverty is particularly severe in Europe’s Roma community - Europe’s largest ethnic minority. Unemployment
reaches 70% in many Roma communities, and children face real economic hardship, coupled with exclusion and
discrimination in education and access to services.

Figure 6: General unemployment and youth unemployment 2005
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1: https/eceuropa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/news/news_en.cim?id=207
2 Liddle, R & Leraise, F, Europe’s Social Reality ~ A consultation paper from the Bureau of European Policy Advisers 2007
3: London Child Poverty Commission www.londonchildpoverty.org.uk

Fig.4: European Commission Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 2007, Supporting document SEC(2007)329
(https/ec.europa.eu/employment_social/social_inclusion/jrep_en.htm)

Fig.5: Eurostat - Labour Force Survey 2005
Fig.6: Eurostat New Cronos Database 2003, derived from the European Labour Force Survey





[image: image5.jpg]rThe Facts

« 25% of young people in the EU
do not complete secondary school
« 15% of young people in the
EU have only lower secondary
education’
- University graduates earn
120% of the national median
income

- However, 7% of university
graduates are at-risk-of-poverty

- Family poverty is linked
significantly to poor educational

outcomes

Education and the prevention of early-
school-leaving are crucial in the fight
against child poverty. Education is linked
to both social inclusion and future job
prospects. Member states set the target
of reducing the number of early school
leavers to below 10% by 2010. By 2006
only 9 member states have so far reached
that goal (see figure 4). Reaching the
European benchmark requires that
2 million more children and young people
should continue their education®.

School performance is closely linked to
the socio-economic background of young
people. The OECD's PISA survey shows
that children growing up in families from
the bottom quarter of the socio-economic
index perform an average of 84 points
below those from the upper quarter on
the mathematical literacy scale. There is
also a big gap in performance between
native and non-native students (including
children born in the country of residence
of their immigrant parents and children
born outside the country). On average
across 17 EU countries, 25% of non-
native students fail to acquire basic
mathematical skills, compared to only
a small percentage of native students.
15-year-old first-generation immigrants
score in mathematics over one school
year behind their native counterparts.®

« 14 million children are estimated to be over-weight
in the EU, this number growing by 400,000 every year

-3 million children among these have reached obesity,
85,000 new cases are registered every year?

- 1/3 of childhood il health from birth to 19 years in Europe
can be attributed to an unsafe and unhealthy environment®

« Outdoor pollution is associated with respiratory problems
and low birth weight

Article 24 UN CRC

Children have the right to good quality health care, to clean water, nutritious

food and clean environment, so that they will stay healthy. Rich countries should
help poorer countries achieve this.

Children with disabilities face multiple barriers which make it more

difficult for them to achieve their potential. In the UK for example®:

«+ 29% of disabled children live in poverty

- educational attainment of disabled children is lower than of non-
disabled children

- only a minority of schools has accessibility plans

- disabled young people aged 16-24 are less satisfied with their lives
than their peers and there is a tendency for support to fall away as
young people move from child to adult services

« Families with disabled children report high levels of unmet needs,
isolation and stress

< Not all disabled children are supported by social services. In some
locations, there is a lack of provision, inadequate planning and fami-
lies are having a long wait and have to fight to get support.

Figure 7: Early school feavers by gender-2006

Starting Strong Il - Early Childhood Education and Care, OECD Publishing 2006, www.cecd.org
wwweurowho.nt
wwwyouthxchange.net

Progress towards the Lisbon objectives in education and training,
Commission Staff Working Paper 2006 Report

5 OECDPisaStudy 2003
6 hitps/wwweverychildmatters gov.uk/socialcare/disabledchildren/facts/
Fig.7:  Eurostat, Labour Force Survey 2006
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Article 28 UN CRC

Children have the right to an Education. Discipline in schools should respect

children’s human dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy countries
should help poorer countries achieve this.
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The fightagainst child poverty and social exclusion is at the core of Eurochild’s work. EU member states collaborate in
a process of policy exchange and mutual learning known as the Open Method of Coordination on social protection
and social inclusion (OMC) - which Eurochild closely monitors.

Member states have agreed on a certain number of ‘common objectives'for the OMC, to be translated into national
policies. In this framework, countries regularly produce National Reports on Strategies for Social Protection and
Social Inclusion, to report on their compliance with the agreed common objectives and policy development. The
analysis of the national reports is published in a Joint Report of the European Council and the Commission.

Eurochild, through its members, has been involved in influencing and monitoring the national strategies since
2004. In 2007 Eurochild produced a report of country analyses by NGOs and national experts of 27 member states’
NAPs/Inclusion from the point of view of children and young people.

In this framework, Eurochild has developed four key recommendations:

1/ Eurochild welcomes the attention being given at EU level to the issue of child poverty. The OMC s, potentially,
apowerful instrument for change. However, to fulfil its potential there must be greater awareness among, and
coordination between, the different levels and departments of government.

2/ Stronger links must be forged between the monitoring and implementation of the UNCRC and efforts to
tackle child poverty. A child rights’ approach would ensure more positive outcomes for children across all
policies and would ensure the rights of children and young people are heard.

3/ Eurochild welcomes the initiative to develop indicators that better reflect children’s well-being. Eurochild has
long called for indicators that are non-income related, specific to children and young people, and are informed
by their perceptions.

4/ Children’s NGOs need to be made more aware of the relevance of the OMC to their work and encouraged to
proactively participate in the creation, monitoring and implementation of the NAPs/Incl.

Where possible, the assessment is illustrated by examples of good practices that emerge from the NAP/Inclusion.
The final report can be downloaded from the Eurochild website www.eurochild.org.

AISBL

eurocmld

promoting the welfare and rights
of children and young people

pour la promotion du bien-étre et
des droits des enfants et des jeunes

Eurochild"* is an international network of organisations and individuals working in and across Europe to improve the quality of life of children and
young people. Its work is underpinned by the principles enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Eurochild" is funded by the European Commission. This publication reflects the author’s view and the Commission is not liable for any use that may be
made of the information contained therein.

Eurochild'**
Avenue des Arts 1-2 B~ 1210 Brussels, Belgium
Tel:+32(0)25117083 Fax: +32(0)2511 7298
www.eurochild.org contact@eurochild.org




